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decisive measures to remove those evils? Who can
maintain that the State in adopting those measures
acted in opposition to the principles of toleration or
humanity? And, my lord, I feel that in advocating the
measure now before the Council, I am not asking the
Legislature to act contrary to the principles upon which
it has always acted. Nor am I asking the Legislature
to interfere with the religious prejudices of the people.
I am not seeking the abolition of any of their time-
honoured customs. I am asking the Legislature to
interfere in a matter which, to thousands of innocent
and helpless children, is a matter of life and death.
The ravages of smallpox are not now involved in un-
certainty. They are terrible both in their extent ind
their regularity. An instalment of a hundred thousand
human lives is paid every year to the malady; and, in
view of this awful fact, I must confess that I find it
difficult to conceive how any vague apprehensions of
.opposition, or the existence of unfounded prejudices,
can have greater weight than the absolutely certain fact
of the enormous loss of human life which the absence
of a well-organised s)^stem of compulsory vaccination
involves. The British rule, to whose guardianship the
lives of millions are intrusted, has always felt itself
called upon to adopt measures for preventing the loss
of human life, and I feel that the legislation proposed by
me, if sanctioned by the Legislature, would only be an
addition to the numerous instances of the policy of
humanity which the British rule in India has always
pursued.

My lord, I move that the Bill be referred to a Select
Committee consisting of the Honourable Messrs.
Stokes and Thompson, the Honourable Maharaja
Jotindra Mohan Tagore, and the Honourable Messrs.
Colvin and Grant, and the mover.

Whilst in Council, Syed Ahmed was examined is a
witness by the Education Commission, of which he and
his son wSyed Mahmud were members. His examination
was very voluminous, and his replies cover thirty-two
printed pages. I shall give a brief resume of his evi-
dence. As regards the number of Government schools,